SBCV Studentz Camp: Missions Track 2011
Amherst/Oasis Summary of Studentz Camp, Missions Track 2011

On three of the hottest days of the year the town of Amherst was SERVED!  We had roughly 140 middle and high school students choose to serve the people of the Amherst community over paintball, skiing, and all sorts of recreation. Below is a summary of the services that were rendered to the citizens of Amherst. Understand while we list the tasks that were accomplished and the people served, only God knows the true measure of the impact on people’s lives for eternity. 

Tuesday was not the first day of service for many of our students. They had been preparing with prayer and performing similar tasks in other areas around the state. The students were in the zone. They were ready to serve. It was our desire at Oasis Church to serve people who don't usually get served. We found three groups of people who we had the opportunity to serve during this week.

The first group of people was those who lived in the government subsidized housing. Rutledge Hill Apartments are filled with people who are hurting and have a huge need for the Gospel. We had two groups that served at this location throughout the week. There was a Block Party trailer set up each of the three days. Kids enjoyed free games, snow cones, popcorn, snacks, and bounce houses.  The students also spent time surveying the needs in the area as well as weeding flower beds and picking up trash. At the end of the three days one of our Life group leaders had formed a new Life Group. A life group for us is a small house church that represents Christ in that particular area. This group is primed and ready to start! God granted us much favor in this area. Keep in mind; churches have been striving to start a relationship with this community for over 10 years. GOD IS GOOD! 

The second group of people works and owns businesses in the town of Amherst. These people never get served. They are always the first to be asked for donations, tax increases, and most of them are unchurched. We started the week before the students arrived on site by collecting RSVP's for the services that were going to be offered. We watched as the students washed hundreds of cars, cleaned almost every bathroom and store front window in the town, filled 100 bags filled with litter, weeded flower beds, and tossed mulch. It was quite the spectacle to see hundreds of students cover our small town like ants on a left behind picnic sandwich. On the last day we delivered over 200 boxed lunches to those same businesses and more. All for the name of Jesus. Our biggest challenge was convincing people that it was FREE! YES FREE! The common response was "Nothings Free" to which we would quickly say, "This has been paid for by one person. Jesus Christ has paid for it all!" What a witness. Our small town that is filled with so much apathy, darkness, and hurt was for three days in the middle of the LIGHT of the world! 

Third group of people was the people who are unable to do for themselves. We had the opportunity to clean up the yards of several people within the town limits. One of which is a Vietnam Veteran who is in a wheelchair. This not only blessed him, it also blessed each of his neighbors who enjoy having nicely manicured lawns. One of our students had the opportunity to share the Gospel with these neighbors as they explained "We are just trying to love our neighbor as ourselves". 

One of the highlights of my week is when I heard that the Amherst County High School custodians were presented the Gospel in its fullness. This makes me so excited because I WORK AT THE HIGH SCHOOL! I see these men every day. I have had countless opportunities to build relationships with these men and talk about Jesus and how he has changed my life. I am looking forward to continuing this conversation. 

While the week is over, the watering and growing is stilled happening. People are still asking questions. Our church will continue to have visitors who were served on those three days. Ultimately there will be many in Heaven because of the willingness of these students, leaders, and churches to be used by God in serving Amherst! Thank you.

Blessings 

Brad Mullinax
Bedford/Bedrock Student Camp Missions Track 2011 summary

We made great connections at all 3 locations and they've all received fliers about Free Fest.

Raintree: There were about 14 kids the first day, 12 the second day and 23 the last day. The youth group was really able to engage the kids, including a few teens that came with their younger siblings. Many of the moms that came said they had only been living in that area for a few months and were very interested in learning more about Bedrock. The last day we were able to send little toys and sandwiches home with each kid. One leader from the youth group also brought a new pair of shoes for a little boys whose toes were completely hanging over the edge of his flip-flops. The boys' mom thanked them with teary eyes saying she just didn't have enough money to buy him things like new shoes. The youth leaders let the teens do most of the connecting with the kids and focused their attention on chatting and connecting with parents. There was one leader, however, who spent her time with an autistic child who was there and connected with his mother as well because she has an autistic son too.

Edmund Street Park: The first day was trying because there were no kids except for 3 that showed up towards the end. However the next day we had 6 kids come and about 10 teens who gradually showed up and hung around with the teens from the youth group. They spent time playing basketball and talking and we invited them to come back the next day. The last day, a few volunteers continued the kids club and the youth group planned discussion and activities for the teens and were able to connect with them. We were also able to feed them all lunch which seemed to be a huge blessing each day. Also on the second day of clubs the teacher said there was a girl in 4th or 5th grade who accepted Christ!

Pinecrest Apartments:  The first day we had 3 kids and challenged them to bring back the most friends the next day for a prize. The next day we had 6 kids and they were there and excited about clubs before we even arrived. We also had some observing parents the second day who sat in a van across the parking lot and checked out what was going on. We were able to bless them by giving them sandwiches and food and also sent food home with the kids. Once we talked to them they were very comfortable with us being there and had no problem letting their kids come back the next day. The last day we had 3 more kids come who were actually from Bedrock. It was cool to see the kids make the connection that their friends and neighbors that they played with all the time were a part of this church that came to love on them all week. I also got to talk to an older gentleman that had noticed us there all week...he asked if we were with a church and when I said "Bedrock" he said "oh yeah, I've definitely heard of them." We were also able to send home toys, food and some crayons with each kids and we got their addresses so we can contact them if we ever do something like that again.

Let me know if there's anything else you needed to know! We were definitely blessed by the willingness of the teen volunteers to get in there and engage with the kids and other teens in the community.


Here is a list of what got accomplished during Engage Week:

Painted 3 shelters and all sign posts at Liberty Lake Park
Cleaned at Reynolds Park
Remodeling at new Bedrock teen center

4 free kids clubs (approx. 50 kids)

Landscaping at Liberty High School

Painted curbs at Bedford Elementary School

3000 FREE FEST flyers distributed to every home in Bedford city

Tatiana prayed to receive Christ

Also.... here is a link to the video of our students serving during Engage Week

http://vimeo.com/26600855

Thanks!

Karen Yates
Chris Dowd
Madison Heights recap

The focus for the Madison Heights mission projects was three fold:

· First, to provide prospects from surveys for Oasis Church life groups—both to start new life groups from as well as to add to existing life groups. A section around Grace Baptist Church was also surveyed to help this church get its name back out into the community and to assist with prospect discovery. 
· Second, to serve the Madison Heights community. This is to demonstrate the love of Christ in practical ways, a soft form of witnessing that will be followed up either by Oasis or a new church plant. 

· Third, to assess the spiritual climate of Madison Heights. A process was developed to determine if God is at work at MH in such a way as to be inviting his people to start a new church. 
The first mission objective was accomplished in a very significant way. There were approximately 1000 homes approached by survey teams in the heat of the day—mid-week. The student survey groups found people at home at approximately 10% of the homes. Of these 10% less about half accepted the invitation for a home survey and from those surveyed the following estimates and figures apply:

· More than 90% said that people were struggling with Financial Pressures and Family Pressures

· More than 95% said they now have an increased interest in spiritual matters

·  A variety of answers were given for how the church could help families deal with today’s pressures but what was interesting was that many said the church needed to continue to preach the truth and in some way said the church can help families find answers to today’s problems. 
· Most surprising was that 38 families said yes to, “would you be interested in attending a Bible study in this area that would address some of these issues. “ 

If my math serves me correctly, if 10% were found at home, then if all of the homes were visited as many as 380 families would have an interest in a home Bible study; or the equivalent of 1520 people. 

The second mission objective, to serve Madison Heights, was fulfilled in a big way. These were accomplished in just three days:

· Amelon Elementary School was re-landscaped with trimming, weeding, mulching 

· Madison Heights Elementary School was re-landscaped with trimming, weeding, and mulching

· Employees of Wal-Mart were served through parking lot clean up and basket recovery

· More than 1500 shoppers at Wal-Mart were greeted warmly, given cold water, assisted, and asked their opinion to a survey

The third mission objective, to assess the spiritual climate of Madison Heights, is a multi-step process but the student team’s service will be the primary tool for this assessment. Based on the work of the survey teams, the following stats are observed: 
· Somewhere between 75% and 80% of Madison Heights are unchurched, many of which are religious but lost. 

· The old part of MH is largely churched—those living in the Grace Baptist Church area.

· The newer part of MH—Amalon and Winesap areas are largely unchurched and spiritually thirsty. 

· Home Bible studies will be an effective means to initiate relationships with people. 

· Topical studies from God’s Word related family issues will have a great interest. 

· The average resident of MH is still very open to discussing spiritual matters.
I am deeply grateful for both students and student leaders with a heart for missions. They are making a difference in the work of God’s kingdom. 

Larry Black 
