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Welcome to the Annual Meeting edition of our 
Proclaimer! Whether you receive this edition at 
home or at our meeting in Fredericksburg, I hope 

you will be praying for us and asking God to help us to 
Risk to Renew which is our theme for this coming year.
 The Lord is doing some tremendous things through the 
fellowship of SBCV churches, but with so many opportunities 
ahead of us, we recognize that we cannot do it without Him. 
We need spiritual awakening in our personal lives and in our 
churches. All through the Scripture we see the Lord calling His 
people to return, to be restored, to be revived, refreshed and 
renewed. We believe that this is a call of God for our churches 
in the 21st century. Some of the elements of renewal are:

Â  An awareness of Godôs presence
Â  A responsiveness to Godôs Word
Â  A sensitivity to sin
Â  A deep joy in the lives of Godôs people
Â  A fruitfulness in evangelism

 We need to pray like we have never prayed before. 
We need to return to our ý rst love and recognize that, 
as we seek to win the lost, plant churches, and see 
our existing churches transformed, we cannot do it 
without Godôs help. Ultimately awakening is a move-
ment of our Sovereign Lord. We say with the Psalm-
ist, ñWill You not Yourself revive us again, that Your 

people may rejoice in You.ò (Psalm 85:6 NASB)

Geoff Hammond
Senior Associate 

Director

EDITORõS 
NOTE
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Fincastle Baptist risks 
ñgoing out on a limbò with a 
ñWhatever it takes!ò attitude.

Around-the-clock prayer warriors of House of Prayer 
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to share the gospel with all who 
cross over their pedestrial bridge.
 

A three year partnership between the SBCV and Global 
Source Net was completed when backpacks ý lled with 
supplies were distibuted to poor children in Armenia.
 

Aurel Musca returned to the 
very site he left to escape 
religious persecution. Nineteen 
years later he and 50 members 
of Spotswood Baptist shared 
the Gospel with those living in Bertin, Romania.

Taking a risk by starting a new church, a group goes out from 
Menchville Baptist to reach more people with the Gospel. 
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Growing up in a Southern Baptist 
Church where the Constitution 
and By-laws stated speciý cally 

that there would be annual revival ser-
vices each fall, we anticipated the week-
long eating, extra choir rehearsals, 
guests singers, evangelistic and renewal 
messages from a visiting minister and 
the yearly walk down the isle of confes-
sion.
 For the next few months, or few 
weeks, or few days, it seemed as if I was 
really different. I felt clean, renewed, but 
somehow I reverted back to the repeated 
behavior. It was much like the un-kept 
resolutions I had made during New 
Yearôs. As a matter of fact, I had treated 
revival as a temporary ý x to my prob-
lems. If I failed again, I would wait for 
next yearôs services.  
 Henry Blackaby and Claude King 
stated it best in Fresh Encounter, 
ñGenuine revival does not come simply 
by reforming our behavior. Just chang-
ing our ways is not sufý cient. Unless our 
love relationship with God is repaired, 
we will eventually go back to our old 
ways of living. The only lasting motiva-
tion for obedience to God is a sound 

love relationship with Him. If our love 
relationship with God is right, our lives 
will line up with His standards and His 
covenant of love with His people.ò
 In the letter to the church at Ephe-
sus, Jesus commended them for their 
work, their perseverance, and their intol-
erance of evil. But then He condemns 
them when He says, ñYet I hold this 
against you:  You have forsaken your 
ý rst love. Remember the height from 
which you have fallen! Repent and do 
the things you did at ý rst. If you do not 
repent, I will come to you and remove 
your lampstand from its placeé To him 
who overcomes, I will give the right to 
eat from the tree of life, which is in the 
paradise of God.ò  Revelation 2:4-7
 I thought revival was about confes-
sion and forgiveness, and it is. But I had 
left out a key requirement for sustained 
revival: a return to my ý rst love, who is 
Jesus. A right love relationship with 
Jesus is necessary for genuine personal 
revival.

 If there is one thing the people of God 
know it is this: what might seem to be done 
with or ý nished, can come back again. ñWe are 
Back!ò  To a church in a great location with 
real estate valued at over two million dollars 
that had moved from plateau to serious 
decline, these words are echoing in the com-
munities of Alexandria near Washington, D.C.
 When Malcolm and Judy Stewart moved 
to Woodlawn Baptist Church, the faithful were 
down to 20 or so in number. Believing that the 
need for the gospel is urgent, Malcolm and 
Judy were willing to risk making the move to 
D.C. to see God move again. Encouraged by 
SBCV support and leadership, the faithful in 
the church said, ñYes, we too, believe God can 
do it again.ò This handful of people were bold 
enough to risk asking God to energize them to 
make a difference with the gospel. ñIn just ten 
months, we are already seeing and experienc-
ing a real spiritual turnaround,ò said Pastor 
Stewart. They have baptized 12! Attendance in 
Sunday School and worship is over 100. Dur-
ing the summer they worked in neighborhoods 
with Backyard Bible clubs and held a Vacation 
Bible School. Student Intern Becky Hamblin 
joined them to help make a difference and 
there were 34 children who made decisions for 
Christ.  
 Not too long ago one senior adult, who 
has taught elementary students in Sunday 
school at Woodlawn for years, lamented about 
having only one child to teach on Sunday 
mornings. Well, that was then. She now reports 
having up to 14 students in her class. She too 
is echoing, ñWeôre Back!ò.

continued on next page 
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There are 
three 

primary elements involved in preparation 
for corporate revival ð Prayer, Prayer 
and more Prayer! The big challenge is to 
involve the church in meaningful prayer.  
II  Chronicles 7:14 says,  ñIf My people 
who are called by My name will humble 
themselves and pray...ò then healing 
(revival, renewal) will come. 

Â  

The prayers of Godôs people must be 
speciý c. Normally, when a person 

approaches the cash register in a grocery 
store, he is not there to purchase just ran-
dom groceries, but to purchase speciý c 
items he needs. Quite often, the prayers of 
the church are so general that when God 
does answer them, the people do not even 
realize it. James says, ñYou have not 
because you ask notò(4:2).  If the church is 
to be prepared for revival, the people must 
pray deliberately, ñRevive us, oh Lord.ò 

Â  

A statement such as this may send 
shock waves in the present day. The fact 
remains, it takes time to pray for revival. 

The church must be convinced that revival 
is important enough to spend sufý cient time 
in prayer.

Â  

The church must be gripped with the 
realization that nothing else will do and 
will settle for nothing less than a life chang-
ing renewal. This is crucial to evangelizing 
the world. It is essential to help counter the 
attacks of Satan and the declining inþ uence 
of the church in the world. The people of 
God must pay the price, pray and have 
revival.

Rebuilding with a Renewed Vision
            2003, Shiloh Baptist Church,  
                located in Carson, VA, was at 
one of its lowest points in its 167 year old 
history. A church split had occurred, the 
education building had burnt down the 
previous summer, and the church was 
without a pastor. Inasmuch, the congrega-
tion recently celebrated two exciting, new 
beginningséa larger, rebuilt education 
wing with a new fellowship hall and a new 
pastor, Buddy Blanton, who arrived in 
December 2003.
 Pastor Buddy discovered a church 
wanting to grow. The church has since 
moved from 18 people in Sunday School 
to an average of 60 people in attendance 
and now utilizing all 13 of the new class-
rooms. Shiloh has also seen worship atten-

dance grow from an average of 45  to 80 
people. With 17 new members and 10 new 
workers, Shiloh is celebrating its renewal. 
Not bad for a rural town of 7,000 people!
 Shilohôs outreach efforts include a 
5 point contact for visitors, gift packages 

to new community residents, 
two nights a week of visita-
tion, and neighborhood 
blitzes. The childrenôs pro-
gram has been revitalized to 
include a childrenôs worship 
hour, along with Sunday and 
Wednesday night childrenôs programs. 
Within a one-month period they are plan-
ning their second baptismal service.  
 One of the most memorable moments 
at Shiloh was during the week of Vacation 
Bible School. In past years, Shiloh 
reported 25 children in VBS. The ý nal 
count this year was 125 children, 23 pro-
fessions of faith, and a huge prospect list.
 The greatest asset Shiloh has is its 
people. Members, old and new, are grasp-

ing Godôs 
vision and 
will. Commit-
tees are now 
ministry 
teams work-
ing within 
their spiritual 
gifts.
      The great-
est afý rma-

tions of the churchôs outreach focus came 
from two local ministers (a Baptist and a 
Methodist) who asked how they could 
start outreach, referring to Pastor Buddy as 
an ñevangelistò.  

In

Back Again, continued from page 4 

There is a sense of joy as the pastor and 
people work together in this strategic 
area.  Woodlawn is back, impacting not 
only their area, but also providing space 

for a church 
planting 
mission 
center where 
church 
planter 
missionaries 
serving in 
the D.C. 
area can 

have ofý ces and a place for training and 
planning.
 When Godôs people are serious 
about seeing God work in their lives 
and their church, and are willing to risk 
doing what it takes, then they will be 
able to say, ñBack again!ò   

Editorôs Note: 
Revitalization is a great need in many of 
our churches especially in the Greater 
D.C. area.

Malcom Stuart

R  I  S  K  I  N  G    T  O    R  E  N  E  W
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In the last seven years, Radford Baptist 
Church has undergone a radical 

change. Starting as a small, rural church, 
Radford is now growing both in numbers 
and its spiritual walk. They now avera-
ge over 350 in worship, 180 in Sunday 
School, and 14 small groups meeting dur-
ing the week. When Nick Shaffer became 
their pastor he brought a new vision and 
focus to the church stating, ñI donôt think 
they had a grasp of the vision for what God 
wanted to do.ò He focused the worship and 
ministry on the question, ñWhere is Godôs 
heart in all of this?ò  
 The biggest challenge was to change 
the focus from a cultured, rural church to 
one that focused on the Glory of God. ñWe 
determined that our worship was going to 
be about God and what He desires, not 

about people. 
We were going 

to focus on how we could honor Him. We 
were not going to sing about God, we were 
going to sing to God.ò  The common 
theme of the preaching became ñexalting 
the Glory of God.ò  
 ñWe are not mastered by the clock or 
by tradition, but by the Word of God.  
Once they (members) tasted the vibrancies 
of a God-centered worship, they wanted 
more.ò When that happened, ñ...it changed 
the dynamics of our church, which in turn 
affected every other area of ministry. It 
was not an easy transition.ò 
 The key to change has been the spirit 
of the people as reþ ected in Luke 9:23, ñIf 
any man come after Me, let him deny 
himselféò

Fincastle Baptist Church (FCBC) is a 
church that has transitioned from a 

traditional church, complete with choir 
robes, singing each stanza of four hymns 
ending with the doxology, to a blended 
family worship. Kevin Cummings, Senior 
Pastor, believes he has seen three different 
churches since he began his ministry here 
seven years ago. ñItôs a God thing. We have 
seen countless stories and miracles to prove 
it. A commitment to a óWhatever it Takes!ô 
attitude and the ý ve purposes of the church, 
are a testimony of what God is doing.ò  
 ñGrowth and renewal always involve 
risk,ò admits Cummings. ñI tell our folks 
that the fruit is always at the end of the 
limb and you have to get out to where it is 
a little shaky, so we go because we know 
thatôs when we are trusting God.ò
 ñWeôve done a good job at FCBC of 
trying to saturate óour Jerusalem,ô which I 
consider the Fincastle community.  Our 
Judea is Botetourt County and the Roanoke 
Valley at-large.ò At a deaconôs retreat ear-
lier this year, led by the SBCV, Fincastle 
leadership made a decision to make soul 
winning a priority, and as a result, 28 peo-
ple have been baptized so far this year. 
 Fincastle Baptist is also in the process 
of relocating, building a new facility, and 
hiring new staff. Twenty-four hour prayer 
vigils led the church to not only relocate, 
but also realize that God was calling them 
to partner with the SBCV to plant a new 
church in the Washington D.C. area. ñMy 
prayer is for the Lord to help us see through  
eyes of faith and to look from a God-size 
perspective.ò  

ñItôs a God thing!ò

Kevin Cummings, Senior Pastor of Fincastle Baptist

R  I  S  K  I  N  G    T  O    R  E  N  E  W

Located in the picturesque country-
side a few minutes from the 
expansive growth of Richmondôs 

West End is Hopeful Baptist Church. 
Looking forward to its Bicentennial Anni-
versary in 2007, this church in Montpelier 
has set its sights well beyond the past, as 
it renews its vision for the 21st century.  
Pastor Bruce Cole said, ñThe ministry 
goal for the church is to be at the peak of 
its ministries by that dateðto have more 

in worship and Sunday School, more 
salvations and baptisms, more people 
surrendered to Christian service, and 
more people involved in evangelism and 
missions than ever before. It is something 
that is going to happen because of Godôs 
promises and power as He works through 
the local church.ò
 Bruce realized that an aggressive 
renewal plan must be in place to achieve

continued on page12
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Nestled 
among the Blue Ridge Moun-

tains, with miles and miles of lush green foliage
          and colorful þ owers, is the Wintergreen Ski Resort

 where this yearôs Pastors, Staff and Wives Marriage Retreat
was held. Drs. Dorothy and Paige Patterson spoke to almost 200 of our 

SBCV ministers and their wives. Dr. Paige Paterson referred to the well-known 
biblical passages on marriage, recalling us to our fundamental beliefs and reminding 

those present of our responsibility to each other, and the Lord. Dr. Dorothy Patterson took 
many opportunities to address the more practical side to marriage, even giving some lessons 

on how to be gentlemanly! Those present were also doubly blessed with the inspiring music of 
Chris and Diane Machen. This couple has been making music together for over 26 years, 
beginning in their seminary days. Both are accomplished composers and sensitive worship lead-
ers. During each session they led all into the presence of the Lord through music and song.
     Surrounded by breathtaking beauty, ý lled with an abundance of award-winning food, 

and inspired by solid biblical teaching, wonderful music and many, many humorous 
moments, couples went away from the retreat thankful for their brief time away from 

the busyness of their schedules and ministries, and ready to renew their commit-
ment to each other and rekindle their God-given love.

Bob Ford, pastor of the House of Prayer 
Baptist Church in Martinsville, who 

faithfully teaches and models prayer to his con-
gregation was in need of prayer himself. During 
an eye exam, a blown retina was found. There 
was the potential for permanent blindness without 
emergency surgery. The family was in need of 
prayer too: one son was serving in Iraq, the other  
was awaiting orders to go to Iraq. Fordôs daughter 
was diagnosed with cancer and his daughterôs 
father-in-law had committed suicide.
 The pastor needed the prayers of his peo-
pleéand pray they did. The church has a room 
labeled ñprayer roomò that is used for around- 
the-clock prayer (every member has a key to the 
church). An instruction sheet encourages mem-
bers to pray for themselves and be cleansed 
before praying for others. Also provided are cat-
egorized containers containing index cards with 

names, addresses and special needs. Once full, 
the initialed cards are sent to the person in need, 
to encourage them. When asked about the 
churchôs response to his familyôs needs, Ford 
replied, ñMy needs were on these cards and in 
these boxes, and people prayed for us around the 
clock. When one lady got off from work at 3:00 
a.m., she came into the church alone, entered the 
prayer closet and prayed for us.ò
 Ford had successful eye surgery with follow-
up surgery scheduled in the near future. One son 
has returned home safely from Iraq while the 
other has been assigned to another location. His 
daughter has been diagnosed with thyroid prob-
lems, and is still undergoing some testing. ñGod 
has been good to us, and He has met our needs, 
but we must keep on praying without ceasing,ò 
says the pastor of House of Prayer Baptist 
Church.

   hile on staff retreat, we were   
     searching for a theme that would  
   capture all we would like to see 
happen this year. We knew that the major 
event was our relocation project of mov-
ing into a new facility in December. But 
we also knew that many of us were still 
hurting from the resignations of two staff 
members the previous October.  On 
retreat, our staff reþ ected that in our 

churchôs 48 years of existence, there has 
been a sad cycle, too often repeated: new 
pastor, initial excitement, fruit-bearing, 
struggle for direction, missed opportuni-
ties, frustration, blowup, new pastoré We 
agreed we desperately wanted to break this 
cycle! Then we remembered that in the 
Bible, the 49th year was the ñYear of Jubi-
lee.ò In that year, debts were forgiven, 
slaves were freed, and land could be 

reclaimed. We realized we had our theme!  
As we brainstormed we set ñJubileeò 
goals, including steps to help individuals 
and our church ý nd freedom in Christ.  
 Back at the height of the conþ ict, I 
stood in front of our people on a Sunday 
night and ý elded questions. Afterwards, I 
wished I could hide and make my own 
hurt go away. But in the days that fol-
lowed that Sunday night, an amazing thing 
happened.  Many of the folks who had 
been skeptical of my leadership now were

continued on page 12

W
By Danny Campbell
Senior Pastor, Wayne Hills Baptist Church, 
Waynesboro, Virigina

S  U  P  P  O  R  T  I  N  G    P  A  S  T  O  R  S    &    C  H  U  R  C  H    S  T  A  F  F
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There are many creative avenues for 
the presentation of the Gospel. 
One example is a method used by 

the members of the First Baptist Church 
in Pound, Va. They decided to use a 
pedestrian bridge to present the Gospel. 
This particular bridge spans the Pound 
River that runs behind the church.  Many 
people walk across the bridge to a parking 
lot and childrenôs park, as well as to get 
mail. Pastor Jerry Lusk saw this as an 
opportunity to present the Gospel to all 
who passed over the bridge. Men in the 
church prepared metal signs containing 
the Plan of Salvation and attached them 
above the structure in such a way that 
people could read them as they walked 
back and forth in either direction.  Not 
only has it served as a source for good  
conversation, it has become a meaningful 

way of presenting the truth that sal-
vation comes only from God through 
His Son, Jesus. The people in Pound 
see this everyday as they cross this 
bridge. Pastor Lusk said, ñIt provides 
us with one more opportunity to 
share the Gospel with the lost.ò  
 This simple, creative idea not 
only presents the Gospel to those 
who cross the bridge, but it has 
helped the members of the church 
realize the importance of sharing 
Godôs Word and the Plan of Salva-
tion with all people they encounter. 
It has served to keep them focused 
on the purpose of the church, to go 
into the world and reach all people 
for His Kingdom. For the church, it 
is a part of their ñRisking to Rescueò.   

here are many creative avenues for way of presenting the truth that sal-here are many creative avenues for way of presenting the truth that sal-
The Gospel Bridge

Many SBCV churches have given 
glowing reports about their Vacation 

Bible Schools for 2004. Souls were 
rescued and lives changed. Rev. Wayne 
Kestner, pastor of Saltville Baptist Church 
in Southwestern Virginia which runs 
approximately 75 in worship and 50 in 
Sunday School, reported the following 
about their VBS. 

 ñWhat a great blessing for a church 
this size to have that many workers. We 
averaged 83 in attendance, but more 
importantly we had one teenager who 
accepted the Lord as her Savior. Her 
mom and dad came to commencement on 
Sunday night and started coming to 
church regularly. Two weeks later Mom 
got saved and we had an old time ñRiver 

Baptismò for mother and 
daughter. What a joy! Now 
the icing on the cake was 
that my son, who is 7 years 
old, had just gotten saved 
and was baptized the same 
day. ...the story doesnôt end. 
About a month passed and 
Dad came walking down the 
aisle and gave his heart and 
life to the Lord and has 
since been baptized. As a direct result of 
VBS, Mom, Daughter and Dad came to 
know the Lord.ò

 What a thrill that in a small commu-
nity in southwestern Virginia, VBS was 
used to reach out and rescue a teenager 
and her family for the Kingdom of God.

Got Saved Too!DAD

Bobby Welch, newly elected 
president of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, began a 

national bus tour rally as a means of 
generating a sense of urgency about 
evangelism among Southern Bap-
tists. The tour is a kickoff for ñThe 
Everyone Can Kingdom Challenge 
for Evangelismò campaign which 
has the goal of ñWitness, Win, and 
Baptize... ONE MILLION!ò by SBC 
churches in one year.
 Welch and his bus rolled into 
Richmond where, after meeting with 
leaders at the International Mission 

continued on page 11

The Gospel BridgeThe Gospel Bridge
S  T  R  E  N  G  T  H  E  N  I  N  G    E  X  I  S  T  I  N  G    C  H  U  R  C  H  E  S

Saltville Baptist VBS workers



            in the mountains of Southwestern    
             Virginia usually entails ý shing, 
hiking, camping, swimming, biking and 
vacations ý lled with adventure and excite-

ment. However, summer in the mountains 
this year was different for 49 youth and 
11 adults from First Baptist Church, Nor-
folk. They spent a week doing missions 
with Grace Baptist Church, a small inner 
city church in Bristol, Virginia. The 
group, led by John Grifý n, Minister of 
Music of FBC, Norfolk, provided a Vaca-
tion Bible School (VBS) team for Grace 
Baptist as well as Backyard Bible Clubs 
(BBC) for the surrounding area. 
 The week began with a ñBlock Partyò 
on Saturday followed by worship on 
Sunday. Worship included the presenta-
tion of a musical, and witnessing skits 
performed by the youth. Between 70 and 

90 children participated daily in the Back-
yard Bible Clubs during the week, in 
addition 30 children enrolled in VBS. 
God blessed their work with 18 children 
and youth accepting Christ as Savior. Rev. 
Mike Moore, Pastor of Grace Baptist, 
praised the team. ñThese were great peo-
ple who not only blessed my heart, but the 
hearts of our people in the church and 
community. What they did for us can only 
be measured by the Lord. They planted 

the Gospel seed that will result in ñKing-
dom Growthò. It is amazing to see how 
God put together this week for us. We 
were praying and seeking someone to 
provide a VBS for our church. At the 
same time God was moving John Grifý n 
to seek a mission for his group. Through 
the help of the SBCV, God put us 
together.ò   
 There are many churches like Grace 
Baptist who need the helping hands of a 
sister church. Why not begin now to seek 
Godôs mission for your church for the 
New Year?

The ý nal step in a 
three year partnership 
between SBCV and the 
London based humanitar-
ian organization, Global 
Source Net, was com-
pleted recently. The proj-
ect involved distributing 
backpacks donated by 
SBCV churches, ý lled 
with supplies, to poor 
children in Armenia. Gene 
Primm, pastor of Bethany 

Baptist Church in Portsmouth, his wife 
Cindy, and Sue Sawyer, Womenôs Ministry 

10     PROCLAIMER

are Like Worms
backpacks

Consultant for the SBCV, went to 
Armenia the ý rst week of September 
for seven days in order to aid in the 
distribution of the backpacks to 
schools and villages. As they distrib-
uted the backpacks they were allowed to 
say, ñThese backpacks are presented by 
Southern Baptist Christians from the 
United States of America, in the name of 
Jesus.ò That may not sound like a big 
deal, but according to Gene Primm we 
could easily underestimate the impact, ñIt 
really opens up doors for those that are 
trying to spread the Gospel in that 
region.ò A key contact person who was 

instrumental in 
getting the back-
packs into the 
country said, ñThe 
backpacks are like 
worms that draw the 
people like ý sh to the 
Gospel message.ò Pray that 
God will continue to use the efforts of this 
mission project to bring in the harvest in 
Armenia. 

Summer

S  E  N  D  I  N  G    M  I  S  S  I  O  N  S    V  O  L  U  N  T  E  E  R  S
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Aurel Musca came 
to the United 
States 19 years 

ago from Romania, a 
former communist 

block country. He came to 
escape persecution that he 

experienced due to his religious 
faith. This past July he returned to 
his former country to share the 
Gospel in a place that he was once 

forced to leave because of his commit-
ment to Christ. He and 50 fellow members 

of Spotswood Baptist Church, Fredericksburg, partici-
pated in a mission trip to the city of Bertin, which is in northwest 
Romania. They were there to help a church that is located, 

of all places, on the site of 
Aurelôs boyhood home. This
was Spotswoodôs third trip to 
the Romanian church in six 
years. On this trip they took a 
VBS team, a construction team, 
a medical team, and womenôs 
ministry team. In all, nearly 
200 people came to know Christ as Savior through the different 
ministry efforts of the 10 day trip. 
 Jim Stone, Associate Pastor for Administration at Spotswood, 
was among those who  went on the mission trip. Jim commented, 
ñIt is incredible to see the 
look on Aurelôs face as he 
shares the Gospel in a 
place where he used to be 
afraid  someone would 
arrest him just for having 
a Bible.ò Pray that the 
Lord of the Harvest will 
open more opportunities 
like this in Romania!    

S  E  N  D  I  N  G    M  I  S  S  I  O  N  S    V  O  L  U  N  T  E  E  R  S

Bus Tour, continued from page 9 

Board, they came to Staples Mill 
Road Baptist Church for the evening 
Rally. Doyle Chauncey, executive 
director of the Southern Baptist 
Conservatives of Virginia, said after 
the gathering at Staples Mill Road 
Baptist Church he appreciates the 
way Welch is ñdirecting his attention 
toward the grass roots, realizing that 
the church is really the headquarters 
for the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.ò  Following the rally, Chauncey 
joined with members of Staples Mill 
Road Baptist Church and others in 
attendance to do some door to door 

visitation. It was reported ñthat one 
person accepted Christ.ò
 In a quote from Baptist Press, 
ñThe evening gave him a strength-
ened focus on the fact  ð ñif weôre 
ever going to make a difference in 
terms of increasing the number of 
baptisms, setting goals at the denom-
inational level will not get the job 
done. Unless we go to the local 
church ð the grass roots ð there 
lies the source of increased baptisms. 
Underscoring the need for inspiring 
and motivating the local church, not 
just people meeting in (annual) con-
ventions,ò Chauncey stated.
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Statistics say that less than 5% of all 
Southern Baptist Churches have been 
involved in the starting of a new 
church. For many reading this article, 
church planting is something you have 
heard about, but always in terms of 
what someone else has done. 
 Whatôs that you say? Your church 
would love to plant a new church or 
participate in hands-on church planting 
activities, but you just donôt know how 
to get started?
 Well, thanks to the good people at 
NAMB and LifeWay, there is now a 
resource designed to help healthy 
churches plant healthy new churches. 
That resource is the ñNew Churches 
Needed Kit.ò The kit will help you take 
the mystery out of church planting and 
discover how ordinary Christians can 
expand the Kingdom of God by plant-
ing new churches. 
 One SBCV pastor, who took his 
church through the ñNew Churches 
Needed Kit,ò had this to say, ñWe had 
more people show up on Wednesday 
nights to study this kit in small group 
settings then we ever had show up for 
our regular mid-week services.ò
 For more information about how 
your church can start a new church 
using the ñNew Churches Needed Kitò 
call the SBCV ofý ce or ask your 
Church Planting Strategist or Church 
Enrichment Consultant for assistance.

What else can we do?  This ques-
tion motivated Pastor Jim Weston 

and the people of Menchville Baptist 
Church in Newport News to see their 
harvest ý eld and its great spiritual 
needs as the reason to intentionally 
engage in starting new churches.
 In the middle of suburbia, this 
growing church responded to the 
vision of Pastor Weston: ñWe can do 
more!ò
 The members responded when 
their pastor spoke of the needs to reach 
more by sending out a group to start a 
new church. God began to work in 
their hearts to call out members who said 
they would be willing to risk in order to 
reach out. Chris and Kelly Gill, sensing 
Godôs call to church planting, were chosen 
by the church to lead the new church plant.
 Following Pastor Westonôs leadership, 
the church met with the SBCV Church 
Planting Strategist to discuss and discover 
the possibilities for starting a new church.  
Working with the Gills in providing train-
ing and encouragement, the SBCV recently 
approved them as Church Planters. Chris 

has served our country in the military, with 
honor, for 20 years. He will retire later this 
Fall and begin a new service, that of serv-
ing as Pastor of a new church. Chris, Kelly 
and members of Menchville are passionate 
about seeing this new work take the Gospel 
to every person in their harvest ý eld.
 Pray for them. As you pray, ask the 
Lord whether or not you and your church 
should be involved in intentionally plant-
ing a new church! 

Pastor Jim Weston

Year of Jubilee, continued from page 8 

looking at me with a newfound admira-
tion because I had stayed.  I had now 
become their Pastor!  A year later, we 
are still a work in progress, but the 
Jubilee year has begun!
Editorôs Note: Don Matthews, SBCV State 
Missionary for the Midwestern Area in his 
role as Church Enrichment Consultant, had 
the privilege of consulting with the pastor 
and church leaders during this difý cult 
period.

S  T  A  R  T  I  N  G    N  E  W    C  H  U  R  C  H  E  S

Renewal Needed, continued from page 8 

this. Part of this renewal began by joining 
the SBCV. Last year the church voted 
unanimously to uniquely align with the 
SBCV. Bruce said, ñTo serve effectively as 
a Kingdom Church we need to be with 
others who believe like we believe and are 
going in the direction we feel God is lead-
ing us. It is important for us to fellowship 
and serve with those who hold a high view 
of the inspired Word of God and are will-
ing to stand fast upon itôs eternal truths.ò

The renewal plan continued as Hope-
ful has stepped out on faith and called a 
full-time youth minister, tapped into new 

technologies, and developed a ý rst 
response plan to show Christôs love, as 
well as to respond to spiritual and social 
needs in the community. This renewal 
process is also being accomplished 
through men and womenôs ministries, a 
very active benevolence committee, and 
the churchôs mission committee. To top it 
off, Hopeful introduced a contemporary 
service this year to attract the un-churched 
that have not yet been reached through 
their traditional service.
 Hopeful is proving that a rural congre-
gation can effectively serve God, win the 
lost to Jesus, and abound in Hope, even 
with the challenges of a postmodern world. 

That is what the 
church is all about; 
that is what Hopeful is 
all about.
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R  I  S  K  I  N  G    T  O    R  E  N  E  W

We welcome Randy 
Aldridge and his wife 

Sherrilyn as our SBCV State Missionaries 
in Southwestern Virginia. Randy will be 
the Church Enrichment Missionary for 
this area, living in Abingdon. Randy has 
just completed 11 years as pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Pennington Gap. Under 
his leadership the church has grown from 
approximately 60 in Sunday School and 
80 in worship, to 300 in regular worship 
attendance and 200 in Sunday School. 
This is remarkable in an area with a small 
population base. The church services 
are televised on cable in 9 counties and 
Randy also hosted his own daily radio 
program broadcast in Lee County and 
surrounding areas. Please pray for a 
fruitful ministry for this couple. They 
have a daughter Holly who is a student at 
UVA in Wise, and a son Shane, married 
to Kelly who reside in Pennington Gap. 
 Phil Martin, who has been serving 
as Church Planting Strategist and Church 
Enrichment Missionary for the South-
western Ministry area will become the 
Church Planting Strategist for the Mid-
western and Southwestern Ministry Areas.
 Don Cockes and his wife Janine 
have joined the team of State Missionar-
ies. Don begins his ministry as Church 
Enrichment Missionary for the South

eastern Ministry Area at the beginning of 
November. A 
native Virginian, 
Don is a graduate 
of Southwestern 
and Southeastern 
Seminaries and 
has served as 
associate director 
of the Techwood 
Baptist Center 
with the Home 
Mission Board. 
Don has a wide 
variety of church 
experience, serv-
ing on the staff 
of small churches 
and Bellevue 
Baptist Church 
in Memphis, 
Tennessee. He 
has pastored 
churches in Texas and Virginia, and most 
recently was the pastor of Woodlawn 
Baptist Church in Danville, VA. Don 
joins Delton Beall, who is the Church 
Planting  Strategist in the Southeast. 
Please pray for this couple and their 
sons Timothy (9) and Christopher (5) 
as they move to the Tidewater area. 

Twowelcome 

NEW
Church 
Enrichment 
Missionaries 

Randy Aldridge

Don Cockes

When the news came by phone on a 
Wednesday night my heart almost stopped 
a beat. I knew church planting could be 

dangerous, but 
surely not here in 
the United States!
Julio Avila, a His-
panic church planter 
from Uruguay was 
making visits in a 
Richmond apart-
ment complex when 
a white car drove 
slowly by. One of 
the four men in 
the car lowered 
the window and, 
with what appears 
to be a high pow-

ered BB gun, shot this SBCV mission-
ary in the right jaw. Bloodied and in 
intense pain, Julio was assisted by some 
kind passersby who rushed him to the 
hospital. Doctors gave him prompt at-
tention but decided not to try to remove 
the projectile for fear of nerve damage.
 Julio began his work as a church 
planter in January 2004 and already has 
won over 100 people to the Lord and 
has approximately 50 meeting for wor-
ship at Grove Avenue Baptist, his spon-
sor church. Just a week earlier, after a 
Saturday night Bible Study, Julio and 
his son were attacked by a gang and his 
son had to be taken to the hospital for 
stitches. Satan is attacking this work. 
Pray for safety for Julio and his family.
 Each day all across this state SBCV 
church planters (who are state missionaries) 
are on the streets meeting strangers and net-
working to share the gospel. Pray for their 
protection and for fruit from their labor.

By Geoff Hammond



From the Executive Director

Justice Robert H. Bork, in his book, 
Slouching Towards Gomorrah, 

addresses historical drift in the context of 
the American culture: ñWith each new 
evidence of deterioration, we lament for a 
moment, and then become accustomed to 
ité So unrelenting is the assault on our 
sensibilities that many of us grow numb, 
ý nding resignation to be the rational, 
adaptive response to an environment that 
is increasingly polluted and apparently 
beyond our controlé As behavior wors-
ens, the community adjusts its standards 
to that conduct once thought reprehen-
sible but is no longer deemed so.ò  
THE CHURCH STANDS IN NEED OF 
CONSTANT RENEWAL 
 Nations and organizations donôt drift, 
people do. In like manner, over a period 
of time people in churches and church 
organizations drift downward and toward 
the left, having become more and more 
accustomed to the darkness of a decadent 
society. This drift does not occur over-
night and normally is without recognition.

THE CHURCH IS IN THE RIGHT 
CLIMATE FOR RENEWAL

 Too many SBCV churches are 
deserted, divided, and distracted. Several 
are not growing and are declining. But 
the Church has always been in trouble ð 
from without and from within ð and 
persecution and troublesome times pro-
vide just the right climate for revival and 
renewal.
THE CHURCH IS NOT PERFECT, BUT 
WORTH RENEWING

 At its worst, the Church is still the 
best and only hope for the world. It is the 
place for children to learn and play, and a 
wholesome place for teenagers to ñhang-
out.ò Adults have found the Church suf-
ý cient in times of celebration, crises, and 
sorrow; discovering that church is not all 
about us, but about Him and His desire 
for us to be engaged in missions and 
ministry. God has left us here as a rem-
nant of light and hope, and the Church is 
worth renewing.

 Ezekiel 37:1-14 
is the story of ñDry 
Bone Valley.ò Even 
in a deep and dark 
valley ý lled with 
very dry bones there 
is hope for renewal 
when we allow the 
power of His Spirit 
to do what only He can do. It is never too 
late for the Holy Spirit to breathe life into 
our churches.
 ñHe said to me, ñProphesy to the 
breath, prophesy, son of man. Say to it: 
This is what the Lord GOD says: Breath, 
come from the four winds and breathe 
into these slain so that they may live!ò  So 
I prophesied as He commanded me; the 
breath entered them, and they came to life 
and stood on their feet, a vast army.ò  
Ezekiel 37:9-10 (HCSB)
 Renewal requires change and change 
involves risk. SBCV is very interested 
and well equipped to assist every church 
willing to take the risk to revitalize and 
renew.

DOYLE CHAUNCEY
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