
In 1962, with the closest hospital miles away, James Roberts 
was born at home, deep in the Appalachian Mountains 
of southwest Virginia. When he grew up, James, along 

with the majority of the male population, took a job in the only 
industry available in St. Charles. At the GEM Stone Coal Company, 
he worked as a diesel mechanic.

A Hunger to Serve
James gave his life to Christ in 1999, and God began 

molding him into a new creation, calling him to ministry in 2001. 
With no formal education and unable to go to Bible college, 
James surrendered to God, convinced that all the necessary 
tools would be provided. From 2 Timothy 2:15, he knew that, 
in order to serve God, he must become a student of the Bible: 
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” 
(KJV). In 211 days, he read the entire Bible and has done so 15 
times since. Only 20 – 25% of all Americans have read through 
the Bible even once, and only 10% of all Christians have!

James served in student ministry at First Baptist Church 
of St. Charles, Meadow Fork Baptist in Keokee, and First Baptist 
Church of Woodway before sensing God pulling him out of student 
ministry. He did not know where God was leading him, but he 
trusted Him to make it clear. “For one and a half years,” says 
James, “I hungered for ministry. When Gary Robbins approached 

me about lay church planting, it 
was obvious this was what God was 
preparing me for.” The Sand Lick 
community near St. Charles needed 
a church. Having grown up in 
St. Charles, James understood 
the area and the people. Who 
better to serve a community 
than a man who already knew 
the people and their needs?

A Faithful Follower
With the help of SBCV Church 

Planting Missionary Gary Robbins 
and a sponsor church (Christian 
Life Fellowship in Jonesville), James started a small 
group Bible study in January 2010. The church body, now 
known as Emmanuel Baptist Church, gathered for its first worship 
service on Easter Sunday. In just three months, the church saw 
five salvations and baptisms and reached a high attendance of 
twenty-eight! “The SBCV has been there for us, providing training, 
fellowship, and resources,” Pastor James testifies. “For instance, 
without the help from Mission Plant, we wouldn’t have been able 
to have [Vacation] Bible School this year. God has proven that 
He loves people no matter where they live, and we will reach as 
many people in this community with the Gospel as we can.”

Pastor James and Emmanuel Baptist 
minister to people who live in the mountain 
hollers, unreached by modern society or a 
culturally relevant ministry. The area truly 
is a mission field where the laborers are 
few but the harvest is plentiful! “Things 
don’t move as fast here as they do in other 
places,” says Pastor James, “so if you want to 
slow down and see God work, ya’ll come.”

Homegrown Planter
by Randy Aldridge, Church Planting Strategist, Southwest Region
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Pastor James 
leading a man to 

Christ

Pastor James 
baptizing in the river

Resource
Website:  www.sbcv.org

SBCV Contact:
Call 888-234-7716 for details 
from your region's missionary.

Proximity to St. Charles:
McDonald’s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .              15 miles 
Walmart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 25 miles 
Hospital . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 20 miles 
Mall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    45 miles

Hesler, senior pastor of Potomac Baptist 
Church in Sterling, was approached to see if 
Potomac would consider sponsoring Jason’s 
plant. After several meetings, the leadership 
and congregation agreed to sponsor the 

plant. One stipulation was that 
Jason and Karah would become 
part of Potomac Baptist and 
its effort to plant churches in 
the region. Potomac wanted to 
be more than just a name on 
paper and a means of support; 
the church wanted to be part of 
the mission. This would mean 
Jason would be treated as a staff 
member and would be mentored 
and coached by Pastor Scott.

While Jason has been 
developing his church planting 
team and vision, he has also been 
involved in the ministry of Potomac 
Baptist. With constructive input 

from Pastor Scott and the leadership of the 
church, Jason has started a Bible study and 
fellowship for young couples, takes part in 
weekly staff 

meetings, preaches, and 
learns how the systems 
of the church work.

The results of this 
coaching/mentoring 
relationship have affected 
both Potomac and the new 
church plant. Potomac Baptist 
has been blessed by Jason’s 
ministry there, and Jason 
is now a more seasoned 
church planter, strengthened 
to lead and coach others.

There is an old coaches’ saying that “practice makes 
perfect,” but if you practice poorly or with bad 
technique, you will only develop poor performance. 

This is not only true in athletics but in most everything in 
life, including ministry. Good coaches and mentors are 
valuable sources of information and wisdom. They teach 
the fundamentals and critique performance along the way, 
seeking the best for those with whom they work. When 
those types of relationships are formed in ministry, good 
things happen.

After he graduated from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Jason Walker and his wife Karah 
returned to Virginia to plant a church in the Ashburn area 
of Loudoun County as a bi-vocational church planter. Scott 

Coaching a Coach

Scott Hesler

Jason Walker

by Bill Wennersten,  
Church Planting Strategist, North Region

Teamwork—Passing the Baton 
by Joe Hernandez, Church Planting Consultant, North Region

According to a 2008 study, the Greater Washington, 
DC area, which includes the Virginia and Maryland 
counties near DC, holds the 12th largest concentration of 

Hispanics in the US. Iglesia Bautista Roca Eterna (Eternal Rock 
Baptist Church) in Dale City is conveniently situated to reach 
with the Gospel the two Virginia counties with the greatest 
Hispanic populations—Fairfax and Prince William.

Their reach, however, doesn’t stop there! The Lord 
gave Pastor Manuel Chacon and the leadership of Roca 
Eterna a vision to be a multiplying, church-planting church, 
and there is no doubt they are actively fulfilling that vision. 
Roca Eterna has expanded its ministry by planting Hispanic 
churches in Woodbridge, Stafford, Manassas, and Alexandria. 

Plans are in the works to partner 
with Pillar Church in Dumfries and 
another SBCV church in Fairfax to 
plant Hispanic congregations in 
those locales. Outside of Virginia, 
Pastor Manuel has started a church in North Carolina, one 
in Peru, and has plans for another in southern Florida.

The key to Roca Eterna’s effectiveness is multiplication—
multiplying disciples, leaders, and congregations for the 
glory of God. The Lord raises up lay leaders from within the 
congregation, and Pastor Manuel organizes them into teams. 
These teams are assigned to conduct prayerwalks and ministry 
activities in focus areas and to start Bible studies that will 

Resource
Website:  
www.iglesiabautistarocaeterna.org 

SBCV Contact:
Call 888-234-7716 for details from 
the missionary in your region.

Consider:
Is God calling you or your church 
to reach Hispanics in Greater DC? 

become congregations. Pastor Manuel wears multiple 
ministry hats—pastor, planter, church planting missionary, 
and mentor. Through the intentional encouragement, 
equipping, and mentoring of lay leader teams, new pastoral 
leaders are called out. As Pastor Manuel multiplies himself 
in the lives of others, Roca Eterna’s ministry is multiplied.

The fields are ripe for harvest, and more SBCV 
churches are needed like Roca Eterna—both Hispanic and 
non-Hispanic—to reach the Hispanics of Greater DC with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Perhaps one day, a study will reveal 

that there are more born-again 
believers among Hispanics in DC 
than anywhere else in the US! 
Alabado sea Dios (Praise God)!

Pastor Manuel 
and Marjorie 
Chacon

North 
Carolina 
church plant
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Resource
Websites:  
www.potomacbaptist.org
www.brambletonbible.com

SBCV Contact:
Call 888-234-7716 for details 
from your region's missionary.

Recommended read:
TransforMissional Coaching: 
Empowering Leaders in a 
Changing Ministry World, by 
Steve Ogne and Tim Roehl
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