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Sharing God's Love

by Mark Gauthier, Director of Mobilizing Churches

he earthquake was the strongest to hit Haiti in 240

years, leaving the capital of Port-Au-Prince—10

miles from the epicenter—all but destroyed. The
death toll is thought to be in the tens of thousands—
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e perhaps as many as 200,000,
(PN =i ﬂ'—'_":‘ according to the president of Haiti.

The SBCV, in partnership
with NAMB and many other
state conventions, launched the
+ Buckets of Hope project to serve

the victims of the earthquake. In
Matthew 25:40, Jesus said, “And the King will answer
them, “l assure you: Whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me.””” (HCSB).
Buckets of Hope are just one means by which

Baptists are fulfilling the mandate of Jesus Christ
RESOURCE to feed the hungry in His name. At the time of

B Website:
www.sbcv.org/disaster_relief

this publication, the buckets have been collected
and are being delivered to victims in Haiti.

Il SBCV Contact:

Call 888-234-7716 for
details from the missionary
in your region.

B consider:

Through the Buckets of
Hope ministry, the local
church had an opportunity
to help Haiti victims.
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The cost to prepare each bucket was approximately
$40 ($30 for the contents and $10 for shipping). In these
tight economic times, such a donation was a challenge for
some; for others, it was just a matter of using disposable
income. There is one, however, for whom it was a great
sacrifice. Single and in her mid-60s, *Barbara lives in
Gosnold Apartments in Norfolk, where most residents
are chronically homeless and have incomes below the
poverty level. With a Social Security check her only
income and a third of it required for rent, Barbara has
no surplus resources. Nevertheless, when she heard
about Buckets of Hope through her home church, First
Baptist Church of Norfolk, she sensed God'’s call to help.

For many of us, when we hear God’s call, we
do what we think we can. Barbara, however, chose
to do all she could. She chose to fill not one, but two
buckets. As of this writing, she was working to fill a
third. Having no means of transportation, she asked
her social worker to take her shopping for the buckets’
contents. Inspired by Barbara’s sacrifice, the social
worker purchased the contents for one bucket too.

Out of her poverty, Barbara sacrificed to
share God’s love with others. What is the difference
between doing what we think we can and doing all
we can? Jesus said it best in Luke 21:2-4 with the
well-known story of the widow with two mites.

“He also saw a poor widow dropping in two tiny
coins. ‘l tell you the truth,” He said. ‘This poor widow
has put in more than all of them. For all these people
have put in gifts out of their surplus, but she, out of
her poverty, has put in all she had to live on’” (HCSB).

The next time God calls, will we do
what we think we can or all we can?

* Name has been changed
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