








All five members of our family look back with delight at the ways God used our joint efforts in church planting 

to draw many individuals to a dynamic and committed relationship with Jesus Christ, our Lord. Benefiting from 

hindsight, I see how God answered those fear-prompted-prayers that I consistently brought to the Father on behalf 

of our children. God allowed the experiences to draw them closer to Him rather than push them away. Our marriage 

was tested and strengthened through some dark days, and even that serves as a model for our children. Our family 

is close; we love Jesus and others. Church planting contributed to the person we have each become. 

The oldest of our children, Nathan, is a graphic designer now. During discretionary time he uses his talents to 

create promotional pieces for his local church and other ministry organizations. He also teaches a group of fifth-

grade boys and helps coordinate church athletic teams. 

Our middle child and her husband are members of a church plant while he attends seminary. Karissa plays the 

keyboard and sings on the worship team, and her husband helps set up each week and works with audio-visuals 

during worship. A small group meets in their home regularly. Anticipating graduation and celebrating the birth of 

their first baby, they have begun the application process for overseas missions. 

Audri, our youngest and a recent college graduate, is volunteering her services to a missionary couple in the 

Dominican Republic for six months. As the children serve in a variety of ministry roles, they have a realistic 

understanding of the built-in challenges, but, more importantly, they have a first-hand testimony of God’s 

faithfulness and sufficiency in the midst of them. They’ve experienced the generous outpouring of His good gifts.

Church planting isn’t easy, but following God’s 

leadership will be best for every family member! 

Love your children and look forward with confident 

trust that the God who has called you will use 

everything for good as He works in your family. 

Sure it will be tough at times, but I can’t imagine 

a life more worth living!

“Our children are involved in 
everything. We tried to encourage 
them to take an active role where we 
feel their gifts are. We want them to 
be involved, but we also want them to 
have choices.”

Marisusan from Belen, N.M.
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From one of Sue’s daughters…

Dear future church planter wife, 

Church planting is an amazing journey and adventure, one that I pray leads your home to become a place of rich 

family ministry. When I was ten, my dad resigned as pastor of a 3,000 member mega-church and moved our 

family 2,000 miles away to a new church with only about 100 members. My excitement was short-lived when I 

realized I was now in a dark place with no friends. I felt like a freak—a believer in an area with only three percent 

of the population professing to be Christian. I was mad at God. I didn’t understand why He would take me out of 

my “perfect” life and put me into a lonely and difficult situation. Praise the Lord—my parents were praying for 

me and God used this transition to make me ready to respond to Him. 

Ministry in a small, young church amazingly becomes a family ministry and not simply Dad’s job. My parents 

developed my strengths as a part of the ministry. I ministered as I never would have as a child in an established 

church. I played keyboard and sang in the praise team each week as an 8th grader. Later, my youth pastor, 

seeing a heart for God’s Word and desire for others to grow, gave me a group of high school girls to disciple. I 

graduated and left for college knowing who I was in the Lord and seeking after Him whole-heartedly. God had 

directed my heart to ministry as I ministered with my family, so I knew God would provide a husband with a 

heart for ministry. My husband and I are beginning our last semester of seminary and plan to move overseas 

as missionaries after graduating.

Only recently has my mom made me aware of some of the challenges we faced in those years. Church planting 

is lonely and difficult. The enemy does not want our success; he attacks the ministry, the church, and the family. 

Praise the Lord for giving my parents wisdom concerning what and when to share about the persecution they 

faced. They were careful to protect me from the politics and personal attacks that can come with planting a 

church. It was important to them that I didn’t resent Christians, the Church or our ministry. 

As a former church planter kid, and now a wife and mother involved in ministry, I encourage you—pray for your 

children. As God calls you into His ministry He has their best in mind. Their best place is where He places you. 

Be sensitive to your children. Allow this ministry to draw your family together rather than drain what energy 

mom and dad could have left for their children. You know your children’s abilities. Focus on their strengths and 

give them ways to minister with their gifts. I contributed with worship and teaching, my sister with drama and 

children’s ministry, and my brother with audiovisual and sports ministry.

Whenever I share my testimony I discuss my initial anger with God for moving me out of my “perfect” life into a dark 

place. Then I share that it was that very move and shift in family ministry that drew me closer to Him. Had I spent 

my teen years complacently in that mega-church, I am certain I would not have been equipped for ministry as I was 
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in our church plant. Pray for your children. Don’t leave them behind; give them active roles in family ministry.

As a 24-year-old wife and mother, I gratefully reflect on the years my parents were church planters. I can clearly 

see how God used the challenges to draw me closer to Him and to shape me into the woman I am. May God richly 

bless you as you seek to glorify Him in the life of your family.

In Christ,

Daughter of a Church Planter
Daughter of a Church Planter
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In Acts 1:8 Christ commands us to be a witness in our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

He challenges us as Christians in Matthew 28:19-20 to go forth and make disciples, baptizing and teaching them 

all that Christ has commanded. It is a mandate, a call for us to leave the comfort and security of the known, and 

possibly travel both physically and emotionally to another place.

Your husband has felt that call in his heart, and is responding. Perhaps you have felt it, too. At the very least, 

your love and loyalty for Christ and your husband have led you to become an equal partner in this unfolding 

adventure. This is a commitment which you and your husband must share, for even though he may be the one 

who carries the title of pastor, both of you—and your children—will be venturing into the unknown, overcoming 

fear, dealing with doubt, and ultimately making incredible sacrifices—some of which will be financial—to lead 

people to the foot of the cross. 

By Dave Ramsey 8
We’re Planting a Church,

But Money Doesn’t

Grow on This Tree

Dave Ramsey, a personal money management expert, is a popular national radio 
personality and author of the New York Times best-sellers The Total Money Makeover, 
Financial Peace and More Than Enough. Ramsey knows first-hand what financial peace 
means in his own life. By age 26 he had established a four-million-dollar real estate 
portfolio, only to lose it by age 30. He has since rebuilt his financial life and now devotes 
himself full-time to helping ordinary people understand the forces behind their financial 
distress and how to set things right—financially, emotionally and spiritually. He resides 
with his wife, Sharon, and their three children in Nashville, Tennessee.
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The call you and your husband are considering is really terrific. Way to go! My prayer is that you will let God be 
in charge, and that the Holy Spirit will rain down upon both of you and flow through you into the hearts of those 
to whom you minister.

Many of the problems that 
pastoral families face in 
their everyday existence 
will be greatly magnified in 
your case because of your 
willingness to plow new 
fields. Such will be the 
case with your personal 
finances. There will be 
plenty of stress in your 
lives apart from the burden 
of making ends meet. As a 
family, you may already 

be facing extraordinary 

financial uncertainty; this 

isn’t uncommon among 

those whose calling leads 

them to this kind of mission. 

It is also not unusual for the wife of a church planter to be the one actually dealing with finances on a day-to-day 

basis. Finding solutions to financial problems and learning how to handle situations for which there is no ready 

solution will be that much more vital for you. 

I know what it’s like to face an uncertain financial future. By the time I was 26 I had a net worth of more than a 
million dollars and a monthly income greater than I ever dreamed of having, but I was heavily in debt. Then life 
happened. The details aren’t important, but credit tightened, my loans were all called, and by the time I was 30, 
I was broke and bankrupt. 

My wife and I lost everything. We had no choice but to start over. We decided we would never again owe 
anybody anything. No banker would ever have his foot on our necks again. No creditor would ever be able 
to bully us, shame us, threaten us, or harass us again. Don’t get me wrong, my problems weren’t their fault. 
I’m the guy who signed up for the trip, but that’s what ended up happening. I learned first hand the sad truth  
of Proverbs 22:7—the borrower truly is a slave to the lender. Well, my wife and I decided we would be slaves 
no more!

Life without debt was hard at first. We both had to mature as individuals. Children do what feels good; adults 
devise a plan and stick with it. We had to become adults, live on what we earned, learn the difference between 

needs and wants, and take steps to provide for our future and that of our children. 

“Finances have been a huge struggle. I think everyone 
needs to go through Dave Ramsey’s ‘Financial Peace.’ 
That was one of the best things for us. My fear in the 
beginning was that if my home wasn’t taken care of,  
I couldn’t minister.”

Nocona from New Braunfles, Texas

For information about “Financial Peace University” 

and Dave’s other resources,  

please visit www.DaveRamsey.com
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