SAMPLE DISASTER RELIEF STRATEGY

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ROANOKE DISASTER RELIEF PLAN

FOR THE HAITI DEVASTATING EARTHQUAKE DISASTER
Research and/or Coordination with the Baptist Global Response, International Mission Board, North American Mission Board, Southern Baptist Conservatives of Virginia to include Mark Gauthier, SBCV, Director, Mobilizing Churches, State Disaster Relief, SBCV (804) 270-1848

I. PRAY NOW

PRAY for God’s mercy and compassion on Haiti, interceding with steadfast prayers for the thousands of victims and their families who are suffering in the midst of untold destruction.

“‘For the mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but My kindness shall not depart from you, nor shall My covenant of peace be removed,’ says the Lord who has mercy on you” (Isaiah 54:10 NKJV).

PRAY for divine safety and wisdom of the Baptist Global Response Assessment Team that will arrive in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Wednesday, January 20, 2010, to survey the general situation.   Thereafter, the Baptist Global Response Team will confer with the IMB and NAMB to develop a viable long-term Disaster Relief strategy.  Finally, that global strategy will be communicated to all SBC state associations, including the SBCV, for implementation. Note: The Baptist Global Response (BGR) objective is to mobilize the influence, prayer, and human and financial resources of Southern Baptists for relief and development worldwide. The BGR motto is “Connecting People in Need with People Who Care.”   

II. PREPARE NOW

DONATE FUNDS LOCALLY – 

Visit http://www.sbcv.org/disaster_relief/article223750.htm?title=1&body=1 to make an individual credit card donation online to help with the relief work in Haiti or make a check out to the SBC of Virginia with "DISASTER RELIEF FUND" in the memo section (mail to the SBC of Virginia, 4101 Cox Road, Suite 100, Glen Allen, VA 23060).

Thank you for giving to Disaster Relief over and above your tithes and Cooperative Program giving through your church.
ATTEND for the first time or take refresher SBCV Disaster Relief training, visit http://www.sbcv.org/disaster_relief 

III. PROMOTE NOW

IDENTIFY skilled potential Disaster Relief Volunteers with skill sets to match anticipated needs in such areas as feeding units, medical clinics, infrastructure construction (plumbing, electrical, buildings, roadways, et al) and counseling (Grief Share).

PROVIDE timely updated news releases from Port-au-Prince, Haiti, via FBCR multi-media. 

PROMOTE the documented needs and suggested scheduled dates for various Disaster Relief mission trips.  Recruit able-bodied, Disaster-Relief-trained volunteers with the appropriate skill sets to match those reported specific needs.

PLAN for specific disaster mission trips by creating needs-based mission teams that address those initial EMERGENCY/URGENT needs, then those STABILIZING needs, and finally those SUSTAINING needs.  It is anticipated that restoration of Port-au-Prince and the surrounding devastated areas may take several or up to four years of concentrated efforts.  

PROCEED only after each Disaster Relief team has been identified, orientated, financed from personal resources and/or FBC Disaster Relief funds, with valid U.S. PASSPORTS and prayed over. 

PERFORM to the glory of the Father by allowing Christ to serve the lost, brokenhearted Haitian peoples through you (the volunteer) while encountering the physical and spiritual devastation of Port-au-Prince and beyond.

PROFESS by personal testimony of what God accomplished through you (the volunteer) at “Homecoming Celebration” worship-the-King services at FBCR.    

