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January 31, 2012
The Wreck of the Concordia – Brandon Pickett
On the night of Friday, January 13, 2012, the luxury cruise ship Costa Concordia, with more than 3,200 passengers and 1,000 crew members on board, struck a reef, keeled over, and partially sank off the cost of Italy. Multiple people are dead and some are still missing. This tragedy occurred only hours into the cruise, and passengers had not yet undergone any lifeboat drills—that, plus the severe list of the ship, made evacuation chaotic and frightening. The captain has been arrested on suspicion of involuntary manslaughter, causing a shipwreck, and abandoning ship.

If you are like me, you were amazed at the pictures of this enormous ship resting on its side in shallow water. You may have even thought of another infamous ship. What struck me was truly how shallow the water was. Why was this huge ship so close to shore near where there are widely known rocks. It obviously deviated from course when the Concordia was within 150 meters (or 488 feet) of the island. An Italian newspaper reported that the captain brought the ship that close to shore so that the head waiter could see his native island up close and possibly wave to family.

This is truly a tragedy and one that probably could have been avoided. But all of us have times in our lives where we veer off course. It’s only by God’s grace that more of us don’t end up shipwrecked.

James 1:5-8 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.”

Be careful to follow the official travel plan in the manual—God’s Word. The charts are all in there to show you where the dangers are. Don’t end up like the Concordia— a luxury cruise liner with so much potential—stuck on its side in shallow water. Ask God, our Captain, to give you the determination and wisdom that he promised—to stay on that special course he has prepared just for you.

