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February 7, 2012
Billy Cundiff’s Dilemma – Brandon Pickett
Well, the Super Bowl is over. Did your team win? Did your team lose? 

Well, if you're like me, your team didn't even make it. You see, I'm from Baltimore, and I'm a Ravens fan. That's right, a Ravens fan.

We were in the AFC Champions game, 11 seconds from going into overtime. If you saw the game, you know what I'm talking about. They almost got a touchdown to win it and beat the Patriots. Then, with 11 seconds left, Billy Cundiff comes on to make a game-tying field goal from 32 yards out. He lines up, kicks it . . . and it goes wide left.

The Ravens lost the game, and that's their season.

Imagine being Billy Cundiff. Your whole season—a whole city's hopes, all these fans' hopes are on you and what happens? You go wide left. 

The next day, people were on suicide watch for Billy Cundiff. They were so worried about him. What would he do? Well, you know what he did? I'll tell you what he did.

He woke up in the morning and made breakfast for his kids and his wife and sat down and had a great breakfast. He said he knew that in the morning, no matter what anybody else thought, his kids and his wife would still love him.

That's a great lesson, and it reminds me of a couple of verses.

In Proverbs 18:24, it says, "A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother."

Deuteronomy 31:6 says, "Be strong and courageous. Don't be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you. He will never leave you nor forsake you."

You know the end of that same verse is repeated in the New Testament. Hebrews 13:5b says, "For He Himself has said, I will never leave you nor forsake you."

Aren't you glad there is a friend that sticks closer than a brother? And aren't you glad He said, not just once, but more than once, that He will "never leave you nor forsake you"?

Now, you may not have days like Billy Cundiff when the whole world is watching if you're going to make a 32-yard kick—and that kick goes wide left. Oh, but if you're like me, you probably have days where it doesn't seem like you can make anyone happy and everyone is at your doorstep criticizing you.

Just remember, no matter what happens, no matter what you do or don't do…there that friend, and He will stick closer than a brother—whether your name is Billy Cundiff or not.
